




Teamwork Maltes the Perfect Shot

This is the caliber of shooting needed to place well at the
2m7 FNH-USA Leupold Long-Range Precision Conpetition.

F.

tim Sharkey of the 0cean County tean exits the higMow
barrier at full throttle during the obstacle-cource run.

teams moved back to 500 yards
for 20 rounds of slow fire support-
ed prone from each shooter in 20
minutes. Rucksacks, bipods,
sandbags and other forms of sup-
port now came into play. The
wind was really howling by this
time, moving right to left and
fishtailing from no-value to full-
value in the blink of an eye.
Having accurate wind calls from
the spotter was crucial to success.

A pair of action shooters from
the U.S. Army Marksmanship
Unit at Ft. Benning got everyone's
attention with their third-place
finish in the known-distance
event. Staff Sergeant Robby
Iohnson and PFC Daniel Horner
exhibited the precise, succinct
information exchange that must
become second nature for a suc-
cessful team.

"It was easy to get lost in the
pick-up and let-off," observed
Robby. "I knewwe'd be OK on the
long-distance phase. It all comes
dovrm to shooter ability."

"I always trust his calls on
wind," said Daniel as he unslung
his FN,A.3 G. "Theywere dead-on.
We shotwhatwe expected today."

The Maryland State Police "A'
team topped the day's podium,
followed by Baltimore County
and the USAMU crew.

Dav 4: Obstacle Course and

Movement. Every competition
has that one defining event, the
ultimate test that separates the
great from the merely good. In
this case it's the Obstacle Course
and Movement Phase. Many of
the competitors have their ovyn
pet name for this phase, none of
which can be repeated here.

This event requires all day to
cycle the 23 teams through the
course, and those teams drawing
an early number run in the cool
of the morning and are less spent
during the shooting portion than
those who must run it in the
muggy, oppressive heat of the
afternoon.

Each team is issued a full-size
rubber rifle and a rucksack filled
with 25 pounds of sand. One
member carries the gun, the
other gets the ruck, and both
items must go across, over or
under each obstacle with the
competitors. At the start signal
the clock begins and both team
members begin negotiating
roughly a half-mile of pure hell:
high-stepping through tires,
climbing a vertical rope, low-
crawling through the mud, run-
ning across elevated logs, scaling
concrete walls, rails and anything
else they encounter.

At the end of the obstacle
course the now-winded competi-

tors drop the rubber rifles and
rucks, then pick up their real rifles
for a nice, relaxing half-mile run
to the firing range. Then comes
the fun part. Upon entering the
range area, the first team member
to set foot on the deck of the
shooting house starts the clock
for the firing phase. The first
shooter has 60 seconds to climb a
flight of stairs and get into a firing
position on the roof for a 300-
yard prone shot. After one minute
the target appears and is exposed
for just 15 seconds. Adding to the
difficulty of the shot is that the
distant target is a life-size photo
of a head, flanked closely on both
sides by hostage targets that carry
a severe point penalty if hit.

The targets disappear into the
pits for 15 seconds after each
shot, and the shooter moves
some 200 yards downrange
through nine more firing points,
firing one shot from each. The
other team member keeps the
shooter informed of the time
until the targets appear again,
calling out elevation corrections
and other encouragement. At 100
yards the second ieam member
takes over and shoots one shot
from each of the same 10 posi-
tions in reverse order during the
retreat. The clock that started
back at the obstacle course stops
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with the last shot fired.
Ocean County posted a

solid score that kept it in the
hunt for the overall title but
was not able to take any of the
top three spots on today's
podium. The event win went
to a federal agency that
prefers to keep a low public
profile, followed by teams
Baltimore County SWAI and
Montgomery
Maryland.

County,

Day 5: The Unknown
Distance Course. The overall
points race was close going
into the final event. Ocean
City was just one point out of
first place overall and needed
to make up two points on the
Maryland State Police team
for an outright win. As in life,
anything can happen in the
last moments of a match, and
it usually does.

Today the competitors
faced the Unknor,rm Distance
course. After a quick sprint uP
a long flight of steep stairs car-
rying full gear, each team
faced 10 reactive steel targets
placed at undisclosed dis-
tances from 100 to 1,000
yards. The more distant tar-
gets had a higher point value
than those closer in, so pre-
event strategy combined with
quick thinking on the fly
would be required to excel
here. Each team had just 10
rounds and no more than
seven minutes to rack up
more points than its oppo-
nents. Rapid target identifica-
tion, ranging, accurate firing,
effective shot spotting and con-
cise communication between
team members would decide the
win. Misses and any extra or
saved rounds would severely
hammer a team's score.

Several teams elected to
engage targets near to far, while
others elected to take a chance
and go long right from the outset.
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Kenny Schiattarella and Jin Sharkey take
their turns in the pits marking shots for fel-
Iow conpetitors.

Sergeant Shawn Murphy of the All-National
&uard tean scamperc up the rope clinb on
the obstacle course on Day 4.

The more successful teams gen-
erally engaged the midrange tar--
gets first, working their way out
until they reached the limits of
their skill and equipment, then
cleaning up the closer targets as
their remaining time and ammo
allowed. A surprise event winner
emerged in the form of the All-
National Guard team of Staff
Sergeant Robert Linck and

't

Sergeant Shawn Murphy.
\tVhile Robert called wind cor-
rections, Shawn confidently
powered through the forest of
steel. The Howard County "B"
team and Montgomery
County rounded out the top
three spots.

Now everyone held their
breath as the stat office num-
ber-crunchers went to work
totaling up five days of
extraordinary effort. After a
fulI week of events with hun-
dreds of rounds sent down-
range and hours on the spot-
ting scope, it was an exact tie
in total points between
Ocean County and the "lf'
team from the Maryland State
Police (MSP).

Remember the "balls" tar-
get from Day l? On Monday
the MSP 'A' team of Corporal
Trent Lebo and Sergeant Iamie
Green fired a single .308
Winchester round that hit the
three-quarter-minute ball for
an additional 11 points, while
Ocean County missed the
same ball by about a quarter-
inch. That's less than the
diameter of a pencil and illus-
trates perhaps better than
anything else the incredible
level of competition demon-
strated at this event.

"This is one of the most
physically and mentally
demanding competitions I've
ever been in," stated Trent as
the final result was
announced. "It was well worth
the reward."
"The competition was brutal,"

sighed lamie. "We tried to stay
consistent because consistency is
the key to winning. It's all about
being prepared. That'swhywe do
this, to prepare for real life."

It was tough for the Ocean CitY
pair to smile in the face of yet
another second-place finish. "We
feel like the Buffalo Bills back in
the '90s, with four Super Bowl
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Tearrworl< Makes the Perfect Shot

Sergeant lamie Green and Corporal Trent Leho of the Maryland State Police
are all smiles after winning the overall match and a pair of FN A3 E rifles
equipped with Leupold optics.

losses in a row" Kenny lamented.
His partner lim was more philo-
sophical about their bridesmaid
finish. "The MSP A team earned
the win. They just shot the pants
off us. We had it in the palm of our

hand and let it slip away."
Such is the nature of competi-

tion. Today it was the MSP 'A'

team winning the tiebreaker over
Ocean County, with Baltimore
County SWAT taking the third

spot. Tomorrow or next year it
may well be the other way around.

Both members of the top three
teams went home with new FN
bolt-action rifles and Leupold
optics that were worth the price
ofa decent used car. The top indi-
vidual in the known-distance
match, Richard McCampbell of
the Baltimore County team,
picked up a new FN Five-seveN
5.7x28mm pistol for his efforts.

Think your countersniper team
has what it takes to run with the big
dogs? There is only one way to find
out, and that's to put a toe on the fu-
ing line, load and make ready. Start
training up, and plan to attend the
2008 event. Full program details will
be posted at www.frrhusa.com and
www.leupold.com in the early
spring of 2008.

Editor's note: We would like to
thank the people at FNH-USA for
their assistance in prouiding
information and photographs for
this article. (9

WHAT'S ON TH E LiNE?
ountersnipers tend to be borderl ine obsessive
about their  choice of equipment,  how i t 's set up
and how i t 's cared for.  The Reminqton 700 is the

main gun on the l ine today.  Rapid ly  gain ing popular i ty  is
the FN SPR, a fami ly  of  heavy-barre led bol t  guns based
on the ore- '64 Winchester  Model  70 act ion wi th con-
t ro l led-round feeding and three-posi t ion safety.  One
USMC team brought  some highly  modi f ied IVl14s bed-
ded in McMi l lan p is to l -gr ip  synthet ic  s tocks.

The choice in  r i f le  opt ics s t rongly favors the Leupold
Mark 4 Tact ica l  models,  general ly  in  e i ther  a f ixed 10X
or a 4- I2 var iable.  The Mar ine Scout  Snipers are issued
a Unert l ,  and a few Night force or  other  brands are in  ev i -
dence.  Mi l -Dot  ret ic les are near ly  universal  now, and sev-
era l  newer ret ic le  designs l ike Leupold 's  TM R are gain ing
acceptance.  The one-piece MIL STD 1913 base graces
vi r tual ly  every r i f le  on the l ine and is  usual ly  mated to the
scope wi th sol id-steel  r ings,  of ten wi th an addi t ional
mount ing point  for  n ight-v is ion gear atop the f ront  r ing.

Many shooters are moving to the I2-40x50 Leupold
spot t ing scopes wi th e i ther  a Mi l -Dot  or  TMR ranging
ret ic le.  Vi r tual ly  a l l  the spot t ing scopes observed are
equipped wi th s t ra ight  rather  than angled eyepieces.

Stocks are a mixed lot ,  wi th McMi l lan,  H&S Precis ion

and Accuracy Internat ional  leading the pack.  Most  of  the
shooters favor either an adjustable comb or add a strap-
on cheel<piece for better eye alignment with the scope.
Many urban LE shooters leave thei r  s tocks f la t  b lack,
whi le  those operat ing in  more rura l  areas and those in the
mi l i tary favor  o l ive drab or  some sor t  of  se l f -appl ied
camo oattern.

The Harr is  is  the near-universal  s tandard for  fo ld ing
bipods.  Sl ings seem to be a mixed bag.  The venerable
M 1907 mi l i tary model  is  s t rongly in  ev idence using
ei ther  leather  or  some s imi lar  synthet ic  mater ia l .  Others
prefer  us ing a s imple ny lon carry s t rap.  One i tem of
interest is that only a select few military shooters actu-
a l ly  "s t rapped in"  us ing the M1907 s l ing in  the t radi -
t ional  mode.  Most  others v iew the s l ing as a carry s t rap
or  s imply take a hasty-s l ing arm wrap to help steady
the i r  pos i t i on .

On the ammo s ide,  the Federal  .308 Winchester  Match
car t r idge loaded wi th a 168-gra in H PBT is  the near uni -
versal choice for competit ion and actual operations. A
few teams select  Black Hi l ls ,  Winchester  or  Remington
fodder, while the military teams use mil-spec match from
the ammo bunker,  of ten select ing M118LR wi th the 175-
g ra in  p i l l .

1 2 8  c u N S  &  A M M 0  |  T a c t i c a l G u n s & G e a r www.gunsa n0am m0m ag.c0m


